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A Review of Da Liu

In her study, Liu developed a new model for English teaching, which
is a combination of ESP, MOOC and Flipped Classroom. This novel
model is named MFE, which stands for MOOC, Flipped and ESP. She
concluded that there are three unique advantages of this model which
are suggestions to the future education. There is a worldwide call for
papers in ESP and the ESP courses are prevailing nationwide. Yet with
the limitations of traditional teaching models as Liu puts it in this
study the development of ESP has been blocked. TEFL is critically in
need of methods, techniques and models such as MFE to bring theor-
etical methodologies into practice. As Brown [1] argued, ELT needs
more practice than theory. The crucial role that appropriate teaching
materials, teacher feedback, and learning strategies paly in classrooms
have been the target of a large body of literature [2-7].

In this Paper, Liu Argues the need for MFE Model and Explains
Four Reasons as the Causes for MFE:

e “Online learning is the new tendency and the only road for edu-
cation. MOOC plays the leading role in this area.

e Online learning cannot develop well without the advantage of
traditional universities. Universities play the irreplaceable role
in education.

o “Flipped classroom” thrives nowadays with the great improve-
ment of student learning, Khan School considers it the most
important revolution in educating technology. It s also the best
teaching style combining MOOC, “flipped classroom” and
traditional education [8]

o This model is put into practice of ESP courses.”

The MFE Model proposed by Liu is carried out according to the
theory of constructivism in English learning. It includes in-class, out-
side, cooperation and materials. MFE exchanges the roles of students
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and lecturers. According to Tyler [9] the framework of one course con-
tains four factors: purpose, content, teaching organization and teach-
ing evaluation. MFE is implemented according to these four factors.
This is one of the shortcomings of this model which the framework in-
itially is based on a general, outdated framework, even though, a new-
er framework developed by Latu [10] considered seven factors to have
significant correlations with the students’ learning of English macro
skills, they were: learners’ ages; their perceived ability; frequency of
use of English; use of English to read for enjoyment; use of English
for communication at home; integrative motivation; and career aspir-
ations.

Liu argued that MFE is not only for English learning, it mainly de-
velops students’ ability in language, major knowledge, learning skills,
communication and so on. MFE intends to cultivate the “Excellent
adaptable international talents”, considering the high speed of word
development. MFE contains both in-class and outside. The content
contains four aspects: online platform, textbook, MOOC and self-
supporting materials. The evaluation and scoring is not only depended
on lectures, it is the combination of evaluation of students, lecturers
and online. This is the second shortcoming of the model, as this is the
era and area of specificity it is needed not to be general in outline and
discipline. Even it is needed to be specific for TEFL or TESL [11].

She indicated for the organization of MFE, it contains three parts:
self study, interactive section, evaluation and tutoring. For the course,
in the first phase, students will master metallurgical words and basic
knowledge; in the second phase, students do research of the area.
Consequently, the effects of MFE are evaluated in three parts: the
improvement of the score, the evaluation of the learning strategies and
feedback. The paper compares the scores of the experimental class of
35 students before and after MFE, and also makes the comparison of
the scores between the experimental class and the control class. The
results indicated that MFE helps students in tests. There comes the
third shortcoming, as it is based on constructivism there is a necessity
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for the consideration of self-direct and collaborative construction of
knowledge and learning which involves problem solving [12], which
problem solving is absent in this model.

MEE plays a significant role in improving students’ strategy. The an-
alysis of the effect of MFE is not only with the objective evaluation; it
also contains the subjective evaluation. The paper shows the feedback
of MFE and makes the reliability analysis. MFE improves students’
score, and learning strategy with certain satisfactory degree, the paper
makes conclusion and further suggestions in this area.

MFE has Three Suggestions

o “Practical, MFE learning is not only limited to textbooks and
readings.

o Professional, English course was mainly about the common in-
formation, MFE is focused on the professional content in Eng-
lish, it both improves English ability and professional skills.

o Advanced, nowadays, there were few courses combined
MOOC. “Flipped Classroom” and ESP, MFE explores the new
area in English education and shows the practical way.”

The fourth shortcoming is uttered by the author herself, “MFE also
has its own shortcomings; it needs further improvement in the area
of evaluation system, interactive communication, teaching design and
self- study cultivation” The most important way of learning English is

to make students involve in the English environment [13]. MFE makes
the environment possible.

The main shortcoming goes to the complementary explanations and
descriptions essential to this model which were not presented in the
study, as it is illustrated in the section below the model is bare from
any thorough and supplementary information. And does not provide
instructions to guide the reader how this is to be applied. The paper
also suggests universities should improve the evaluation system based
on the new technology, and the lecturers transfer its role from the
leading to the supporting role but with more advanced abilities, such
like mastering new technology, informative source application, inter-
active communicating ability and comprehensive knowledge network
(Figure 1).

Moreover, the new model of education is not only about the trans-
formation of students, lecturers, learners, learning materials and on-
line resources. It also needs the involvement of universities, enterprises
and public resources. The course like MFE will make the connection
with the resources outside school and keep in line with the social
development. This kind of education is suggested to develop on the
road to the general positive circulation of the whole society. Teachers
dealing with models as MFE need take into account problems of tech-
nology and distance learning. Accordingly, So and Brush [14] argued
there are some barriers to distance learning, tight timeline, workload,
poor software interface, slow access, no synchronous communication,
unclear expectations from the instructors.

Figure 1: The Framework of MFE from Liu.

ELT definitely is in need of such models as MFE, and Liu’s work is
so adorable, yet as it is known prominently it all adds up and there
are a lot of heads to be put together and cast the light of science more
vastly. To this aim, more research is needed to insert individual factors,
modes of feedback, learners” exposure and experience to language and
cultural differences into this model by scholars from different parts of
the world.

%

References

1. Brown HD (2001) Teaching by principles: An interaction approach to
language Pedagogy. (2nd Edn.), San Francisco, NY: Longman.

2. Banaruee H, Askari A (2016) Typology of Corrective Feedback and Er-
ror Analysis. Sana Gostar Publications.

3. Banaruee H, Khoshsima H, Askari A (2017) Corrective Feedback and

Citation: Mahdi-Kamo S. A Review of Da Liu. The Reform and Innovation of English Course: A Coherent Whole of MOOC, Flipped Classroom and ESP.
Inf] Neuropsy Beh Sci. 2022;3(2):1-3. DOI: 10.51626/ijnbs.2022.03.00030


https://doi.org/10.51626/ijnbs.2022.03.00030

A Review of Da Liu. The Reform and Innovation of English Course: A Coherent Whole of MOOC, Flipped Classroom and ESP

%

Personality Type: a case study of Iranian L2 learners. Global Journal of
Educational Studies 3(2): 14-21.

Banaruee H, Mohammadian A, Zare-Behtash E (2017) Metadiscourse
Markers in Pure Mathematics Textbooks. Global Journal of Educational
Studies 3(2): 62-69.

Khatin-Zadeh O, Gasht YB, Banaruee H (2017) Partial vs. Full Abstract
Classes: A Review of Glucksberg’s Class-Inclusion Model of Metaphor
Comprehension. International Journal of Brain and Cognitive Sciences
6(3): 51-57.

Khoshsima H, Banaruee H (2017) L1 Interfering and L2 Development-
al Writing Errors among Iranian EFL Learners. European Journal of
English Language Teaching 2(4): 1-14.

Zare-Behtash E, Banaruee H (2017) Critical Evaluation of the New
Headway Advanced and the ILI Advanced Series: A Comparison of
Curricular Components and CLT Objectives Based on ACTFL. Inter-
national Journal of Applied Linguistics & English Literature 6(5): 182-
190.

Sherr (2014) MOOC:s lead the university to pursue the root and the
root.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Tyler R (1949) Basic Principles of Curriculum and Instruction. Chica-
go: The University of Chicago Press.

Latu MF (1994) Factors affecting the learning of English as a second
language macro skills among Tongan secondary students. Edith Cowan
University Research Online, pp. 203.

Zare-Behtash E, Bakhshizadeh Gashti Y, Khatinzadeh O, Banaruee H
(2017) Personality Type and Performance on Listening Tests: A Study of
Correlation between Personality Traits and Performance on “Listening
for Gist” and “Minimal Pairs”. International Journal of Psychology and
Behavioral Sciences 7(5): 123-126.

Siemens G (2004) Connectivism: A learning Theory for the Digital Age.
p.-9.

Zare-Behtash E, Khatinzadeh O, Banaruee H (2017) A Comparative
Study of Teaching Methods in ESP Courses. European Journal of Eng-
lish Language Teaching 2(3): 39-49.

So H]J, Brush TA (2008) Student Perception of Collaborative Learning,
Social Presence and Satisfaction in a Blended Learning Environment:
Relationships and critical factors. Computer & Education 51(1): 318-
336.

Citation: Mahdi-Kamo S. A Review of Da Liu. The Reform and Innovation of English Course: A Coherent Whole of MOOC, Flipped Classroom and ESP.

Inf] Neuropsy Beh Sci. 2022;3(2):1-3. DOI: 10.51626/ijnbs.2022.03.00030


https://doi.org/10.51626/ijnbs.2022.03.00030

